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The Judges 

Creation Station: Art Workshop 
Scripture:  Judges 4, 6-8, 13-16 NRSV 

Memory Verse:  1 Corinthians 12:7 (CEV) 
"The spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others.” 

Concepts: 
• God gives all of us gifts to use for His service. 
• God can and will use His people for good, even when they have sinned. 
• God forgives us when we ask for forgiveness for our sins. 

Objectives:  By the end of the rotation, the students will: 
1. Locate the book Judges in the Old Testament and identify it as being a book 

of history following right after the Joshua stories. 
2. Identify two of these three Judges: Deborah, Gideon, and Samson. 
3. Memorize 1 Corinthians 12:7 CEV. 
4. Recognize that these judges weren’t perfect but God still used them, God can 

use us too. 
5. Examine the cyclical structure of the background to this story: people go 

astray, there is suffering, the people ask God for help, God sends a judge who 
delivers, then the deliverer dies -- and the cycle begins again. Discover a 
foreshadowing of the need for a leader who wouldn’t die -- Jesus. 

6. Explore their gifts and how they might use them to serve God. 

Materials: 
Supplies for this workshop will be provided based on the project being assigned.  
For 2016 we will be making fleece tie blankets. 

Space and Set Up: 
This workshop in 2016 will take place in the Choir Room.  A member of our 
congregation will be there to do a characterization of the Judge, Gideon.  This will 
take 3-5 minutes and cover how Gideon used the gifts God gave him to help the 
people of God. 
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Workshop  
Please be sure to wear your name tag, and to introduce yourselves. Welcome the 
students and let them know you are so glad to see them today! 

Help them recall the day's Bible study and tie it into the workshop by asking the 
following type of questions: 

“Let's say our memory verse together?  The spirit has given each of us a special 
way of serving others.   Who can find it in the Bible? (Help everyone to find the 
verse.) Our Bible's have a little different wording. We like the wording we are using 
for our verse because it is easier to understand. Let's say it again.” (Say verse 
again.) 

Ask the following questions about the judges that have been covered to date.  Check 
with the shepherd each week to see which Judges students have met and then ask 
about those Judges. 

“What are some of the special gifts the judges had?“ 
Deborah: The gift of prophecy and wisdom 
Gideon: The gift of bravery and cleverness 
Samson: The gift of physical strength 

  
“How did God help them use their gifts to help others? “ 

Deborah:  The Lord gave her wisdom to guide Barak to overcome the captain 
of Jabin’s army: Sisera 

Gideon:  The Lord was patient with him and gave him courage to face the 
Midianites with only 300 men. 

Samson:  The Lord graced him with special strength and brought back his 
strength after he was shaven in order for him to avenge himself of 
the Philistines. 

Repeat the memory verse again. 

“God has always given people special gifts. Everyone has special gifts. What 
might some of your gifts be?” 
Hand out journal sheet: this will be a page that has some pictures on it to help them 
think of things they are good at. They can circle the pictures that apply to them. Be 
sure to have their name on the paper. 

For the second through sixth graders, give them some time to think to write down 
their thoughts. Allow them time to share their answers if they wish. 

“This rotation in Sunday school we are practicing using our gifts. Today, we 
are using our gift of creativity. We will be working in groups to make fleece 
blankets for children who are in need.” 
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Maybe some children present have been in the hospital or know of situations where 
children might be in need and would like to share their experience.  At any rate, 
make sure to talk about how anyone and especially children show bravery and 
courage like Gideon when they are faced with a situation like being in the hospital.  It 
is wonderful that our children are using their gifts to help others. 

Explain the procedures for tying fleece blankets and the expectations of the children.   
“Your work is a reflection of our ministry at Gloria Dei and represents you.” So 
they should take pride and care as they work.   

Supervise and talk with the kids as they work about what they like to do. Have they 
ever helped people?  What is a special time they remember when they have helped 
someone or someone has helped them?  Ask them about being kind, brave and 
courageous. Talk with them about their favorite Bible story.  Share your favorite Bible 
story with them.  Let them know ways in which you like to help others or show 
kindness to others. 

Before cleaning up, gather the students for a closing prayer with everyone holding 
onto one or more of the lap quilts.  “Dear Lord, thank you that we could be here 
at Sunday school today. Thank you for helping us to think about the gifts you 
have given to each and everyone of us. Help us to explore what our gifts might 
be and to be kind and helpful to others this week. Bless this/these quilts and 
the children that receive them.  Help them to be courageous and to heal 
quickly.  Amen.”  Open the prayer to any children to pray. Between their petitions, 
say, "Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer."  When petitions have finished close by 
reciting the memory verse one last time. 

Dismiss the students by having them help with any clean up and shepherds can 
bring them to Closing time upstairs. Thank you so much for leading this workshop 
and sharing your gifts with us and our children.


